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An Open Letter from the Staff

Jesus Christ observed the Passover
throughout His life, and with His disciples
On an evening before His crucifixion, He
observed a “Last Supper” with His disciples.
Many have thought this “Last Supper” was
actudly the Passover. Was it? How could it
have been, snce He — our Passover Lamb —
was not “sacrificed” until much later?

Exactly when did the “Last Supper”
actudly occur? Was it a true Passover med
— cdled a “sede”? If s0, why is no lamb
mentioned, and why did they eat “atos’ —
leavened bread? “What did Jesus mean
when He said, “With desire have | desired to
eat this Passover with you,” if the Passover
was not that same evening? And why, if
that was indeed the Passover, did the apostle
John say that it occurred “before the feast of
the Passover” (John 13:1)?

Why, dso, do the accounts of
Matthew, Mark and Luke differ somewhat
from the account given in the book of John?

And, if tha med was a ftrue
Passover, then WHY did it occur severa
days BEFORE the Jews ate the Passover?

And findly, WHEN did the ealy
Church observe the Passover?

All these quegtions deserve — in fact,
DEMAND - an answer — an answer that can
be PROVEN TRUE!

What is the PLAIN TRUTH about
the NEW TESTAMENT Pasover? Did
Jesus Chriss CHANGE the day and time of
egting the Passover? Was the “Lord's
Supper” identicd with the Old Testament
Passover?  It's time we understood the
TRUTH about the NEW  Testament
Passover!
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A New Look at the NEW
TESTAMENT PASSOVER!

Did Jesus Chrigt change the time and
manner in which the Passover should be
observed? The Jews have aways kept
Passover on Nisan 15. Jesus was crucified
and died a 3:00 PM during the afternoon of
Nissn 14, when the Jews were daying
thousands of Passover lambs.

What does dl this have to do with
the Christian PASSOVER? When should the
Passover be observed by God's people
today? Is it when the "Lords Supper”
occurred? Or at the beginning of Nisan 15?

In Proverbs 18:13 we read, "He that
answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is
faly and shame unto him."

Many people today think the "Lord's
Supper,” is the “Christian Passover.” Yet it
was actudly prior to the historica Passover,
which the Jews observed.

The Lord's Supper, as it has been
cdled, was NOT the Passover. The Jews
did not celebrate the Passover until after the
lambs were dain, generdly from 35 o'clock
during the afternoon of Nisan 14, according
to the Jewish higtorian Josephus of the firg
century. They dew the lambs on the 14th,
as God commanded, and then ate the
Passover on the 15th of Nisan.

Then what was meant by the specid
symbols Jesus introduced a His “last
supper”? Let’sunderstand thigl

The Old Testament Passover

1. When should we observe
Passover? Ex0.12:6.

COMMENT: Gods origind com-
mandment is plain. God commanded Maoses
and dl Israd, "And ye shdl keep it [the

lamb] until the 14th day of the same month:
and the whole assembly of the congregation
of lgad ghdl KILL it in the evening"
(Ex0.12:6). As we have dready proven, this
was in the late afternoon of Nisan 14.

2. Where was the Passover to be
dan? Deut.16:2, 5-6.

COMMENT: This was important,
because dl the lambs had to be dain a the
Temple or place where God put His name.
The Passover had to be sacrificed "in the
place which the LORD shdl choose to place
his name there' (Deut.16:2).

3. Does this daying of the lambs
pefectly represent the supreme sacrifice of
Jesus Chridt, our Passover Lamb, who was
dain for our sns? | Cor.5:7; 1l Cor.5:20-21.
Did Jesus expire on the stake about 3:00 PM
in the afternoon of Nisan 14? Matit.27:46;
Mark 15:34; Luke 23:44.

4, But when was the Passover
actualy to be eaten, and partaken of, as a
med? Ex0.12:.7-14.

COMMENT: The LAMB was to be
dan during the afternoon of the 14th, a the
very time Jesus Christ died on the stake for
our sins. But the PASSOVER itsdf was not
to be celebrated, and EATEN, as a med of
rgoicing and ddiverance, until  NIGHT
(Ex0.12:8-10), and nothing of it was to
remain until the next MORNING.

This is the vary time God Almighty
COMMANDS us to observe the Passover --
and it is the TIME when the Jews have kept
it from time immemorid, throughout ther
higory! They never forgot the right day to
observe this chief of dl ther holy dayd
This is the very time we should observe it
today — “A FEAST BY AN CRDINANCE



4 Triumph Prophetic Minigtries BI BL E Correspondence Course

FOREVER'! (Ex0.12:14).

The Scriptures are PLAIN.  The
Passover was killed in the afternoon of
Nisan 14, and then eaten on the NIGHT
portion of Nisan 15. Nothing ese makes
any sense whatsoever.  The Jews, knowing
this fact, have properly observed the
Passover on Nisan 15 for thousands of years,
and never logt this precious knowledge!

We have studied the PROOF that the
origind Passover was cdebrated from the
end of Nisan 14, in the afternoon, when the
lambs were dain, through the beginning of
Nisan 15, when the lambs were roasted, and
egten, and when the firgborn of the
Egyptianswere dain.

But did Jesus Chris CHANGE the
time Passover was to be observed? Did He
move it to the time of the “Last Supper”?

In order to understand this, let's go
carefully through the events of that find
preparation period for the Passover, the
week before Christ was crucified.

Luke and the Passover

Luke mentiors the ‘Passover” often
in chapter 22. In Luke 22:1, 7, 8, 11, and 13
we read of "the Passover,” and in verse 15,
"this Passover.” Wha was Luke taking
about in thee verses? What is "the'
Passover, and "this' Passover? Does the
word "Passove" have severd different
meanings

Obvioudy, there is great controversy
over these verses, as to whether e dinner
Jesus had that night was "the Passover,” or a
"going away banquet” or even a "graduation
banquet” which He gave for the disciples
gnce they had finished a ocourse of
“indruction” with Him which lagted three
years.

A key to Bible sudy is to always
begin with the clear, obvious verses, and
then to proceed to the unclear, nebulous
ones. This rule helps prevent many mistakes
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in interpretation.  Another important rule is
to dways be sure to get the "context" of the
versss in question.  Understand the over-dl
picture. A third vauable rule could be put
thisway: NEVER ASSUME.

Jugt whet is the scene pictured in the
22nd chapter of Luke? Let's go back and
look at this chapter, verse by verse, and

match these verkaweawer VGt pEver abeamandbd us to part

easly undersandable verses, s we can
"prove' the truth, carefully, as we go dong,
taking nothing for granted.

1. Does Luke cadl the whole Feast of
Unleavened Bread “the Passover”?  Luke
22:1.

COMMENT: Notice! Luke explains
what he means by "the Passover' in this
verse. He writes, "Now the Feast of
Unleavened Bread drew near, which is
called the Passover." Thus in Lukes
terminology, the term "Passover" sometimes
refers to the entire feast of Unleavened
Bread!

2. Does Luke dso spesk of the
Passover as something to be killed? Luke
22:7.

COMMENT: Now notice verse 7:
"Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread,
when the Passover must be killed." In this
varse the "Passover™ which mugt be "killed"
has to refer obvioudy to the "Passover
lamb" which was killed.

Obvioudy, then, we have proved that
the word "Passover” itsdf can have severd
different meanings. It cdealy does not
always refer to the dinner itself where the
Passover lamb is eaten!  That much we have
proven dready!

The word "Passover" itdf s
intereting and important to understand,
then Srong's Concordance points out, in
its definition of the Greek word pascha,
from which we ge the English word
"Passover” in the New Testament, tha this
word means or sgnifies  "the Passover (the
meal, the day, the festival, or the special
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sacrifices connected with it)."

In the Old Testament, the word
"Passover” is trandated from the Hebrew
word pesach, from pasah, a primitive root
meaning "to hop, i.e (fig) skip over (o
spare).” Pesach  itdf means "a
pretermission, i.e, exemption; used only
tech. of the Jewish Passover (the festival or
the victim)."

Thus, when the term 'Passover” is
used, it can refer to severd different aspects
of the Passover Feast -- the sevenday
Fedival itsdf, the Passover seder medl
obsarved a the beginning of the 15th of
Nisan, the Passover lamb sacrificed during
the afternoon of Nisan 14, and the other
sacrifices killed during the Fedivd.  In
effect, anything connected with the Festival
could be called "the Passover," as it would
constitute PART of the Passover. The
season of the year is even cdled the
"Passover season,” meaning the Spring, the
time of the year when the Passover is
observed!

3. Wha did Jesus tdl His disciples
to do? Luke 22:8.

COMMENT: Jesus sent Peter and
John tdling them, "Go and prepare the
Passover for us, tha we may ea” In
context, then, He is teling them to "Prepare
for the coming Passover Feast" -- dl the
seven days of "Passover” (verse 1). They
had to prepare -- that is, obtain unleavened
bread, and 4al the things necessary for
observing the Passover for seven  days.
That is why this PERIOD of time was cdled
the "Preparation of the Passover." Jesus was
teling His distiples to PREPARE for the
up-coming Pasover -- that is to GET
READY and make preparations.

Actudly, Nissn 14, when the
Passover lambs are killed, in the afternoon,
between 3 ad 6 PM, is the find
"preparation day" for the Passover Fedtival!
The "preparation days' begin on Nisan 10,
when the lambs are selected (Exodus 12:3).
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It was actudly on the morning of Nisan 12
when Jesus told His disciples to "go and
prepare the Passover.”

The preparation period for the
Passover, then, was from Nisan 10 through
the 14th, when the lambs were killed in the
afternoon -- a the very time Jesus Himsdf,
our Passover Lamb, died on the cross (I
Cor.5:7). Killing the lamb was just the final
part of the preparation needed to properly
observe the Passover Feast.

During the preparation period, 4l
leaven had to be put out of the homes of the
people, and gotten rid of, and preparations
had to be made for the obtaning of
unleavened bread, wine, groceries, rooms
had to be cleaned and or rented, and other
preparations for the Passover dinner on
Nisan 15, and the rest of Passover week, had
to be made.

Thus the days from Nisan 10 to the
14th of Nisan was a very busy, sometimes
hectic, time of "preparation.” Findly, on the
afternoon of the 14th, the lambs, themselves,
had to be taken to the Temple, and inspected
by the priests to be sure they were "kosher,"
and had no blemishes, and then had to be
killed during the afternoon of Nisan 14,
between roughly 3 and 5 ocock, as
Josephus the Jewish historian states.

4. Were the disciples to prepare for
the upcoming Passover celebration? Luke
22:8-11. Didthey do s0? Verse 13.

COMMENT: Thus the time came
when the Passover must be celebrated, and
Jesus a this time told His disciples to go
into the dty of Jerusdem, find a man
bearing a pitcher of water, follow him into
his house, and inquire about the guest-
chamber where Chris and His disciples
could "eat the passover” (verse 11) -- that is,
celebrate the upcoming seven day Passover
Feedt! This in no way “proves’ the
Passover would be that very evening!
Rather, it was a gened indruction to
prepare for the coming fedival period of
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seven days called ‘ Passover”!

IF that very evening was the time
they were going to eat the Passover, and if
that indruction was given a the beginning
of Nisan 14, just dafter sunset, as many
suppose, then wasn't Jesus asking them to do
the wel-nigh impossble? Would it not
have been a little lae to think about
beginning preparations if it was dready after
sunset, beginning the 14™ of Nisan? What
about the lamb? What about taking the lamb
to the Temple, having it properly approved,
then killed, and roasted? There is no way
this could have occurred a sun set a the
dat of Nisan 141 We will discover the
actud time this occurred later in this lesson.

A Harmony of Final Events

It was probably early afternoon, or
the daylight portion of Nisan 12, Tueday.

1. What did Jesus do — did He send
His disciples to make preparations for the
upcoming Passover? Luke 22:7-13.

COMMENT: The word “day” in
verse 7 is the Greek word hemera and can
mean "a period of opportunity for service"
or "a period of undefined length marked by
catan characterigics' (Vine's Complete
Expository Dictionary, part 2, page 146). It
can be trandated "period’ or "time"  This
was the “preparation time” for the Passover
— 90 Jesus was tdling His disciples to begin
preparation for the upcoming Feast! As the
account shows, they then proceed to do so.
Preparations for the Passover Fedtivd ae
made, according to Jesus indructions.
NOWHERE does it say that the med which
they then ate together THAT NIGHT was
the Passover!

2. During the med tha night, did
Jesus make a statement which has confused
many people? Luke 22:15-16.

COMMENT:  This was not the
actuad Passover, which would not be esaten
for another 48 hours, but it would be a find
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medl together, before His crucifixion. It
could not have been the Passover since Jesus
would be dead and in His tomb during the
norma Passover. Therefore, He told His
disciples, "I have eagerly desired to eat this
Passover with you before | suffer. For | tell
you, | will not et it agan until it finds
fuffillment in the kingdom of God' (Luke
22:15-16). Luke is the only gospe writer
who records this statement, and he wasn't
there a the time. Matthew and bhn were,
and Mak wrote his gospel based on the
persond fird-hand account of Peter. None
of them record this satement. What did
Jesus mean here?

Jesus is merely expressng a wish or
desire -- not an actud fact! He is saying that
He redly desred to ea this upcoming
Passover med with His disciples BEFORE
He suffered and died -- but that was going to
be impossbled  His auffering and death
would occur first! Therefore, Jesus is
merely expressng His desre -- not an actud
event. He was not caling the med He had
on that night the "Passover."  Everybody
knew better than that. He was merdy
indicating how much He had wanted to eat
the upcoming Passover with them -- but that
was going to be impossble, under the
circumstances!

In actud fact, Jesus used a very
unusua word here, trandated in the NIV as
"eegerly desre” and in the King James
Veson as "dedre” The Greek word He
used is epithumea and means, according to
Strongs  Exhaustive  Concordance, "a
longing (epecidly for what is forbidden),”
and can even be trandated "lugt after.”

This word comes from the word
epithumeo which means, "set the heart
upon,” "long for (rightly or otherwise),"
"covet, dedre, lugt after.” In other words,
Jesus is amply tdling His disciples how
much He LONGED to be able to eat this
upcoming Passover on the night of Nisan 15
with them -- but He knew it would be
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impossible! It smply was not to be; it was
not possble according to the plan of God.
Rether than eat the Passover with them, He
would BE our "Passover lamb," sacrificed
for us (I Cor57)!] Wha He was longing
for, in this particular instance, was indeed
"forbidden” -- for He could not possbly do
BOTH, partake of the Passover and BE our
Passover!

Thayer's Greek-English  Lexicon
points out that this word literdly means,
"dedre, craving, longing,”  spedificdly,
"desre for what is forbidden, lus." The
plan truth is, humanly spesking, Jesus did
not want to have to go through with the
crucifixion, being besten, scourged, nailed
to the stake, and KILLED! He swested
great drops of blood, praying to the Father
later that same night, saying, "Father, if you
are willing, take this cup from me yet not
my will, but yours be done"' (Luke 22:42).

Luke records, "And being in anguish,
he prayed more earnestly, and his swest was
like drops of blood fdling to the ground"
(verse 44). Even for Jesus, our Saviour, this
trid of the crucfixion was a grest orded,
one He did not look forward to. This fact
adds meaning and depth to our perception of
His remarkable words to His disciples that
he literdly "craved' to eat this upcoming
Passover with them, on Nisan 15, and not
have to go through with the orded that lay
ahead of Him that would prevent Him from
doing so! He mog certainly would NOT
have used such a word merely to describe
having the "lag supper" with them. Tha
med itsdf had no particular sSgnificance
other than being their last med together.

Jesus " Last Supper"

But now let's go back to John's
account of the “Last Supper.” Let's go back
to the time when Jesus sat down with His
disciples for a find dinner before He was
apprehended by the Jewish authorities.
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1. What does John refer to Jesus' last
med with His disciples as? John 13:1-4.
Does he two times refer to it as amply a
“meal” or “supper”? Sameverse.

COMMENT: Notice caefully! The
New International Version makes this plain.
John explicitly wrote, "It was just before the
Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time
had come for him to leave this world and @
to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he now showed them the
full extent of his love. The evening MEAL
was being served . . . 0 he got up from the
MEAL, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his was.  After
that he poured water into a basn and began
to wash hisdisciples feet” (John 13:1-5).

Notice! This supper was cdlealy
dated to have been "BEFORE the feast of
the Passover” (verse 1). Therefore it could
NOT have been the Passover! Furthermore,
it was not even CALLED the Passover — just
a“MEAL"!

2. What about Matthew, Mark and
Luke? Do they dso actudly corroborate
this account in John's gospe? Matt.26:20-
30; Mark 14:17-26; Luke 22:14-20. Does
Luke refer to this med aso as a “supper”?
Verse 20.

COMMENT: There is no contra
diction in the so-cdled synoptic gospels.
They do not refer to the “Last Supper” as
Passover either!

Notice the facts about that find
dinner, as reveded in the Scriptures. The
last med Jesus had with His disciples was
not the "Passover.” It was merdy a "last
supper,” often caled "The Lords Supper.”
Nowhere in Scripture does God command us
or tdl us to commemorate or observe this
last supper which Jesus had a the beginning
of Nisan 13 with His disciples It is not a
holy day or feest or fedsivd of God. The
fact that it was not the Passover itsdf is
clear from the gpostle John's record.  John
planly cdlsit a“supper” — not “Passover.”
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John’s Account Continued

Now, let's review the sequence of
events in the book of John. Remember, “the
Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:10),
and the gospd of John IS pat of divine
Scripture!

1. When was the “Lord's Supper,”
anyway? John 13:1. Was this BEFORE the
Passover? Same verse.

2. Wha happened DURING the
“Lord's Supper”? Did Judas Iscariot go out
and betray Christ? John 13:21-30.

3. Wha happened AFTER the
“Lord's Supper’? John 18:2-12. Was Jesus
arested that very night? Verse 12. Where
was He taken? Verse 13. Was Annas the
father-in-lav of Caaphas the high priest?
Same verse.

4. Where was Jesus taken NEXT?
John 18:24. Did Cagphas dso interrogate
Him tha same night? Matt.26:57-75. Did
Calgphas accuse Him of blasphemy? Verses
63-65. Was Jesus abused and mistrested?
Verses 66-67.

COMMENT: Notice! This was the
night following the Lord’ s Supper!

5. What happened a daybreak, or
ealy the next morning? Did the Jewish
Sanhedrin, or Supreme Court, meet, to
decide the judicid fate of Jesus? Matt.27:1,
Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66.

COMMENT: Note tha this
occurred in the “EARLY morning” In
Jewish reckoning, morning is the hours
between 612 AM, and early morning would
be from 69 AM, close to daybreak or soon
after sunrise.  After being interrogated at
night a the homes of Annas and Caigphas,
Jesus was then brought before the entire
Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court of Jewish
Law, soon after sunrise — in the ealy
morning, not during the night!

6. Afte the whoe Sanhedrin
condemned Christ, where was He taken?
Matt.27:2; Mak 15:1; Luke 23:1; John
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18:28. Had the Jews observed the Passover
yet? Same verse.  After Rlate began to
interrogate Jesus, did he say he found no
fault in Him? Luke 23:2-4; John 18:33-38.

7. Wha did Pilate discover? Luke
234-7. Did he send Jesus to king Herod,
gnce He was from Gdilee? Vese 7. Did
Herod dso inteview Chrig a length?
Verses 811. Did he then send Jesus back to
Pilate? Verse 11.

8. This time Jesus once agan
appears before Pilate's judgment seat. He is
put on trid for His life.  What time is this?
John 19:14. Weas it “about the sixth hour”?
Same verse.  Weas this gill the “Preparation
of the Passover”? Same verse.

COMMENT:  The Pesover dill
had not arived! Yet the “Lord's Supper”
had occurred 18 hours previous to this
moment — around 6 o'clock the previous
evening. How, then, could the “Lord's
Supper” be the same as the Passover?
Answver? It couldn't. When we put dl the
Scriptures together, the “Lord’'s Supper” was
NOT the “Passover”! Therefore, those who
cam to obsarve it AS the ‘Passover” are
serioudy midaken and in grievous ERROR!

The day after the "Lord's Supper"
(John 13), Jesus had been arrested by the
Jews, and brought before Pontius Pilate,
who ordered Him to be whipped and
scourged (John 19:1).  Jesus had been
brought to the place of judgment cdled "the
Pavement” (John 19:13).  John records
"And it was THE PREPARATION OF THE
PASSOVER, and about the sixth hour: and
he sath unto the Jews, Behold your King!"
(John 19:14). The Passover ill had not
arived!

9. After Jesus was crucified, and
died, were the Jews dill preparing for the
Passover? John 19:31. Did Jesus body
have to be placed in a tomb before the “high
day” began? Vearse 42. Did a “high day”
begin that very evening? John 19:31. What
isa“high day”?
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COMMENT: A *“high day” itsdf
was an ANNUAL SABBATH or HOLY
DAY. Tha evening was the Firg Day of
Unleavened Bread, an annud “Sabbath”
day! It was the time the Passover med was
edten, the beginning of the 15" of Nisan!
The Passover would not be partaken of until
that evening, after sunset. Nisan 14 was the
last day of "the preparation,” and the body
of Jesus had to be lad in the tomb before
aunset (John 19:42), when the High Holy
Sabbath -- the fird day of Unleavened
Bread, would begin.

“ About the SIXTH HOUR”

“And it was the preparation of the
passover, AND ABOUT THE S9XTH
HOUR: and he said unto them, Behold your
King!” (John 19:14).

Noticel John tdls us “it was the
preparation of the Passover.” This plainly
tells us that the Passover was not yet -- it
had not yet arrived! Notice aso! John does
NOT say “it was the preparation DAY” of
the Passover. He does not use the word
“day” a dl. Therefore, he is tdling us tha
this was done during the preparation period
of time before the Passover itsdf. The
Passover was dain on Nisan 14, "between
the two evenings' (Ex0.126), or lae
afteenoon on Nisan 14. However, the
Passover lambs were sdlected on Nisan 10
and kept up until Nisan 14 (Exodus 12:3-6) -
- therefore, dl these days from Nisan 10-14
belonged to the time of preparation.

In this verse, John is not tdling us it
was Nisan 14, the day the lambs were killed
--but rather the "preparation” period before
that final event. It could not have been the
find day of "preparaion,” that is Nisan 14
itsdlf, for reasons we shdl soon see.

The actud Greek of this verse dates'
"And it was preparation of the Passover,
hour and about (the) sixth, and he says to the
Jews, Behold the king of you." Notice that
there is no aticle "the" before the word
"preparation.” Thus this was referring to the
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time of preparation, not to a particular day
itsdlf!

The time Jesus appeared before
Pontius Filate the find time was "about the
gxth hour" What time of day was this?
Rather than conjure up human opinions, let
us let the Bible itsdf do the explaning.
What does Scripture itsdf say about the
definition of the expresson "the sixth hour™!

This is crucid. Many bdieve that
this event's timing was based on ROMAN
time, and thet this fina gppearance of Chrigt
before Pilate occurred a 6:00 AM in the
early morning!

However, we have dready shown
tha such a senaio is  absolutdy
IMPOSSIBLE! You cannot logically
compress al the events of that previous
night and morning -- the appearance of
Christ before Annas, and Caigphas, and in
the morning the full Sanhedrin, and then
Rlae the firg time, and then Herod, and
then Pilate once again, the second time -- all
before 6 AM. in the MORNING! That is
utter rubbish and preposterous nonsensel

Certain  churches -- such  as
Worldwide, United, Globa, Philadephia,
and many other offshoot ministries --would
have you believe that this fina appearance
of Christ before PRilate occurred on the
SAME DAY AS THE CRUCIFIXION! But
thisisimpossble! Why?

1. What time was Jesus nalled to the
sake? Mak 15:25. What hour did He
appear before Pilate? John 19:14.

COMMENT:  According to the
book of Mark, “And it was the THIRD
HOUR [9:00 AM], and they crucified him’
(Mark 15:25). It should be obvious that the
"third hour" comes before the "sixth hour."
Since Chrigt was dready nailed to the stake
a the third hour, or 9:00 AM in the
morning, it is obvious tha He could not
appear before Pilate at the sixth hour --three
hours later --on the very same day!

2. Was Jesus actualy ON the steke
at the “sixth hour”? Mark 15:33-37.

COMMENT: We read tha while
Chris was hanging on the dteke or tree
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"And when the SSXTH HOUR [12:00 noon]
was come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the NINTH HOUR [3:00
PM]. And at the NINTH HOUR Jesus cried
with a loud voice. . . And Jesus cried with a
loud voice, and gave up the ghogt [died]"
(Mark 15:33-37).

Judging from the cruafixion account
itdf, we see tha the "sxth hour" dealy
refers to NOON-TIME! Since Christ was on
the cross a the "sixth hour,” on the day of
His crucfixion, therefore the "sxth hour"
when He made His find gppearance before
Flae had of necessity to be on the
PREVIOUS DAY! Since He was crucified
on Nisan 14, the very day the Jews were
killing their Passover lambs, and died a the
vay time in the aftenoon when the
Passover lambs were being dain, then the
“gxth hour” when He appeared before Pilate
for find sentencing had to be the “dxth
hour” of Nisan 13 -- the previous day!

This means tha the "Last Supper,”
or find med Jesus had with His disciples,
had to be the previous evening -- that is
during the beginning hours of Nisan 13 --
and NOT Nisan 14, as so many churches
and ministers claim!

Therefore, when such people hold
ther “Passover” a the beginning of Nisan
14, basing it on the "Last Supper" Jesus held
with His disciples, they are INCORRECT!
They are holding their "Passover” 24 hours
BEFORE THE JEWS, and 24 hours AFTER
the true time of the "Last Supper"! Either
way, therefore, they are IN GROSS ERROR!

How JOHN Used the Expression
" The Sixth Hour"

But does the expresson "the sixth
hour" in the Bible dways mean NOON?
Could John in John 19:14 possbly have
been usng some other hour counting
sysem? What about "ROMAN time'? This
idea has been suggested by some in an
attempt to get aound the plan Jewish
usage of the term "sixth hour.” What are the
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facts? Could this be possible?

What about it? John was a devout
Jew. When he referred to ime, and the hour
of the day, he dways used the common
Hebrew counting sysem --the Jewish time
system. Throughout the book of John itself,
John aways uses Jewish time reckoning of
the hours of the day, and the term "gxth
hour" to refer to noon. Let us go through
the book of John, in case dfter case
chronologicdly, and see how he reckons
“time.”

1. Firg, did John the Baptigt tdl his
disciples that Jesus was the Lamb of God?
John 1:29, 35-36. Did they go to Christ and
introduced themselves, asking where He
dwelt? Verses 38-39. What hour of the
day wasit? Verse 39.

COMMENT: When was the "tenth
hour"? Says noted New Testament
conservative scholar F. F. Bruce in his book
The Gospel of John: "The ‘tenth hour
(reckoning from sunrise) was about 4 p.m.,
when men began to leave ther work for the
day" (p.56).

F. F. Bruce in a footnote reference
to this time, a the end of the chapter,
explans why this is the correct
interpretation. He assarts  "Some writers
sy tha John followed the Roman
reckoning and counted the hours from
midnight. Pliny the Elder is someimes
cited in support of this view. But what Hiny
says is that the Romans (like the Egyptians)
defined the cvil day as laging from
midnight to midnight (Natural History
2.79.188). They divided the period of
daylight (from sunrise to sunset) into
tweve hours, and the period of darkness
(from sunset to sunrise) into four waiches'
(.66).

Noticel The truth is, the Romans
themsdves dso divided the "day" into
tweve hours beginning the count from
sunrise or daybreak!

2. In chapter 4, do we read the story



11 Triumph Prophetic Minigtries BI BL E Correspondence Course

where Jesus met a Samaritan woman a a
wdl in Sychar, between Jerusdem and
Gdilee? Where was He journeying? John
4:3-7. What time of day did He meet her a
the wdll? Verse 7. Was it the “sixth hour”?
Sameverse.

COMMENT: Afte wdking dl
morning, Jesus stopped a Jacob's wel in
Samaria, to rest and be refreshed. John
noted the time as beng "the sxth hour."
Says F. F. Bruce about this passage in John:
"Samaria lay between Judaea in the south
and Gdlilee in the north; anyone, therefore,
who wished to go from Judaea to Gdlilee
had to pass through Samaria, unless he was
prepared to make a detour through
Trangordan, with its lagdy Gentile
population. Jesus on this occasion took the
direct route from south to north. . . .

"The sixth hour, reckoned from
sunrise, would have been noon --a natura
time of the day for a weary traveler to seek
rest and refreshment” (Bruce, The Gospel of
John, p.101-102).

3. Later on, in this same chapter,
did Jesus hed the son of a nobleman,
without even vigting the child? John 4:49-
50. Did the nobleman then go home, and
find his son dive just as Jesus sad he
would be? Verse 51.  What time of day
was the child heded? Verse 52.

COMMENT: When was the
"seventh hour"? F. F. Bruce says. “The cure
had taken place suddenly, a the seventh
hour --that is, about 1 p.m. Probably the
father could have got home the same day,
but his confidence in Jesus word was SO
gdrong that dl anxiety left him and instead
of hurrying home he completed some other
convenient busness' (The Gospel of John,
p.118-119).

It should be obvious that John in his
gospe consgently used Hebrew time
reckoning. Therefore, for consggtency's
sake, when John used the expression, "the
gxth hour," in John 19:14 in reference to
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Jesus find appearance before Pilate, he
was using the VERY SAME hour reckoning
system! The "sixth hour” had to mean
NIGH NOON!

The scholar F. F. Bruce has a very
important commentary on the expresson
"the gxth hour" in John 19:14. He writes
"As for the time of day, it was getting on
towards NOON. Despite Westcott's argu-
ments, no evidence is forthcoming tha a
this time, whether among Romans, Greeks
or Jews, hours were EVER reckoned
othewise than from SUNRISE" (The
Gospel of John, p.364).

F. F. Bruce concludes, saying: "And
in the fact that these words were spoken
towards MIDDAY on Passover Eve he
implies something ds= Jesus is the true
paschal lamb, about to suffer death at the
appropriate hour of the appropriate day for
the life of his people” (p.365).

There is dmply no evidence tha
John ever usad anything but " Jewish time'
in his reckoning in his gogpd, which is in
many respects the mogst "Jewish" of dl the
four gospedd There is no evidence
whatsoever to  support  any  other
interpretetion of "the gxth hour" as being
anything but "noon™ or "midday."

4, How many hours did Jesus
Himsdf say are in a “day”? John 11.9.
Twelve? Same verse. Doesn't this imply,
then, that the first hour would be sx AM, or
sunrise, and so the sixth hour would be 12
NOON, as we reckon time?

COMMENT: John himsdf quotes
Jesus as saying, " Are there not TWELVE
HOURS IN THE DAY" (John 11:9). Thus
in a normd day-time portion of a day, there
ae twelve hours between sunrise and
aunset. Since the firg hour would begin at
aunrise, the sixth hour of a twelve hour day
would have to begin at NOON!

The daylight portion of a day, or
"DAYTIME," begins a dawn, and ends at
sunset --a period of about 12 hours. The
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firt hour would be a dawn (about 6:00
AM in the morning), the THIRD hour a
9:00 AM, and the SIXTH hour would be a
12:00 AM --HIGH NOON --and the twelfth
hour would be sunset, a the end of the day
(about 6:00 PM in the evening).

John himsdf krew this --and he
used Gods time --Biblicd time --Jewish
time --when he referred to the "sixth hour.”

Think about what this meand The
"SIXTH HOUR" when Jesus was con
demned by Pontius Pilate to be crucified,
had to be about NOON-TIME ON
WEDNESDAY, the day before the
crucifixion occurred! 1t could not have been
NOON on Nisan 14, because Jesus was
hanging on the cross from 9:00 AM until
3:00 PM on that day! Therefore, it had to
be the previous day, NOON on Nisan 13!!!

The Parable of the Vineyard

Now notice! Here is clinching proof
that the "sxth hour" refers to noon-time

1. Did Jesus give a parable about a
man who hired others to work in his
vineyard? Matt.20:1-7.

COMMENT: Notice how time was
reckoned by Jesus Christ, Yeshua the
Messah Himsdf, in the dory: "For the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man tha
is an householder, which went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. And when he had agreed with the
laborers for a penny a day, he sent them
into his vineyad. And he went out about
the THIRD HOUR [9:00 AM], and saw
others standing idle in the marketplace. And
sad unto them, Go ye dso into the
vineyard, and whatsoever is right | will give
you. And they went their way. Again he
went out ABOUT THE SIXTH [12:00 PM]
AND NINTH HOUR [3:00 PM], and did
likewisee And about the ELEVENTH
HOUR [5:00 PM], he went out, and found
others sanding idle, and saith unto them,
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Why stand ye here all the day idle? They
sy unto him, Because no man hath hired
us. He sath unto them, Go ye dso into the
vinegyard: and whatsoever is right, that shdl
yereceave' (Mait.20: 1- 7).

Jeus Chrig Himsdf then explains
the true meaning of the "sxth hour" to us.
In this passage, He clearly points out that
according to the customay Jewish
reckoning, which He Himsdf used, the
"third hour" refers to the third hour of the
day, which would be 9:00 AM by modern
reckoning. The "sxth hour" was tweve
noon, by our reckoning, today; and the
"eleventh hour" would be late in the day, or
5:00 PM, by today's reckoning.

Thee facts redly should not be
difficult to understand. So why do so many
people sumble, and fdl fla on ther face,
when it comes to underdanding this smple,
clear Scripture? Could it be that they smply
are stubborn, and refuse to admit thet they
ae wrong? Are they so wedded to
obsarving some kind of "Passove" or
"Lord's Supper” or religious observance of
some kind, on the eve or beginning of
Nisan 14, that they refuse to separate from
it, and ding to it as if it were a "baby" they
refuse to part with?

The expresson "SXTH HOUR®
clearly refers to HIGH NOON! Jesus
appeared before Pontius Pilate for His final
sentencing about 12:00 NOON -- in the
middle of the day! Therefore the "Lord's
Supper" had to be the PREVIOUS DAY  --
at the END o Nisan 12 and BEGINNING
of Nisan 13 -- not the beginning of Nisan
14, when He had been judged and
sentenced by Pilae, and was in the
dungeon, awaiting His crucifixion ealy the
next morning!

Underdanding this the whole
problem is solved, and there is no
contradiction left! Every piece of the puzzle
fits snugly and pefectly -- like hand-in-
glove.
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What Does This Mean?

| know this new truth must seem
shocking, incredible,  mind-boggling, to
many. But we cannot deny the factsl Even
when new truth is explosve in nature --we
must be willing to accept the truth, love the
truth, and embrace the truth!

Many have taken for granted for
decades that the Last Supper was on the
evening of Nisan 13, after sunset, when
Nisan 14 began. They have assumed this
was the case. They have been taught this.
And they have observed this date and time
for years and years, as the appropriate time
for the "Last Supper,” "communion,” or
their so-caled "New Testament Pessover.”
They smply didn't know any better.

However, as we have seen, the solid
evidence from the New Tesament itsdf
puts the LIE to this cusom and practice.
The lagt supper could not have occurred on
Nisan 14 a dl. It had to be in the evening
of the beginning of Nisan 13. The next day,
on the daylight portion of Nisan 13, a high
noon, Jesus was danding before the
judgment seat of Pontius Flae for the find
time.

What heppened after Jesus was
condemned by Rilate? We have to put the
pieces of the dory together, like a jigsaw
puzzle.

1. Did Plae ddiver Jesus to be
beaten and scourged? Mark 15:15. Was He
dso led away to the Pragtorium, and the
whole garrison cdled together to mock, and
humiliate and ause Him? Verses 16-17.
Did they drike Him on the head, and
further mock Him? Verse 18.

COMMENT: The garison of
Roman soldiers numbered about 600 men.
Apparently, they dl participated in abusing,
mocking, kicking, punching, and besating
Chris. How long did it last? Perhaps dl
afternoon, and then that evening He spent
in prison — the dungeon. He was carried

L esson 16

out to be crucified the next morning, and
was naled to the stake a the “third hour,”
or 9 AM. Tha evening was the evening of
Nisan 13, and that night was the night hours
of Nisasn 14. He was in the Roman
dungeon, having been beaten, whipped, and
scourged by Roman soldiers -- a whole
"band" of them, numbering as many as 600
men.

If we count the time from Jesus
abduction by the armed guard of the Jewish
leaders, from about about 11:00 PM of
Nisan 13, till His find agony on the stake a
3:00 PM in the afternoon of Nisan 14, when
He died, we have a tota of 40 hours that He
auffered -- 40 hours of imprisonment,
judgment, trid, mocking, buffeting, lashing,
whipping, scourging, and panful  waiting
for find crucfixion

Can we begin to even imagine it?

2. Did Isaiah the prophet foretell the
enormous suffering of the Messah? Isaiah
52:14-15. Did he prophesy of the great
grief He would experience? 1sa53:3-5.

COMMENT: No wonder Isaiah
foretold, "He is despised and reected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces
from him;, he was degpised, and we
esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him dricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressons, he was bruised for our
iniquities the chadisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his dripes we are
heded" (Isaiah 53:3-5).

Jewish Law

Those who bdieve that Jesus had
His last supper with His disciples a the
beginning of Nisan 14, and that He was
arested that night, and condemned by the
full Sanhedrin the next morning -- Nisan 14
--and then dso condemned by Pontius
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Plate on the same day -- have a vey
serious problem. Why? Because, according
to Jewish law, the Sanhedrin of the Jewish
high cout was prohibited from both
judging and condemning a man on the same
day!

That is to say, in a capitd case,
where the death pendty was going to be
issued, the court by law had to hear the case
and render judgment on one day, but the
execution had to occur on the following
day! This was an iron-clad rule of Jewish
jurisprudence.

The Mishnah daes in very plan
language regarding the Sanhedrin: “In
property cases they try the case by day and
complete it by night.

“In capital cases, they try the case
by day, and completeit [by] day.

“In property cases they come to a
fmd decison on the same day [as the trid
itdf]whether it is for acquittd or
conviction. In capitd cases they come to a
find decison for acquittal on the same day,
BUT ON THE FOLLOWING DAY FOR
CONVICTION"  (Sanhedrin 41, The
Mishnah, a New Trandation, by Jacob
Neusner, page 590).

In other words, in ancient Judaea,
civil cases of law were tried during the day
and may be completed at night. However,
cimind cases were tried during the day
and must be completed during daytime. If
the accused is acquitted, and found
innocent, the ocrimind trid may be
completed on one and the same day, and he
could go free. But if he is found guilty,
then the court is adjourned to the next or
following day, on which judgment will then
be pronounced.

Therefore, it would have been
absolutely contrary to Jewish practice for
the Sanhedrin to accuse, condemn, and
crucify Jesus Chrigt, dl on one day! Such a
thing was counter to their every ingtinct and
cusom. By thar own standards of judiciad
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prectice, they dipulated in the very
Mishnah that two days were required indl
capita cases where a man was determined
to be "gulty,” for him to be sentenced.
Therefore, since the Sanhedrin found Jesus
guilty ealy in the morning, soon after
unrise (see Matt.27:1-2, Luke 22:66), they
would not have been able to execute Him
until the FOLLOWING DAY!

Therefore, if Jesus Chrig  was
brought before the Sanhedrin on Nisan 14,
by Jewish law itsdf, His crudfixion could
not have occurred until Nisan 15 -- the next
day. But this is impossble snce the
Scriptures tdl us He was put to desth
BEFORE the high holy day -- the 15th of
Nisan -- arived (see John 18:28; 19:14,
31). Jewish law would have required that
they at least hold Him over to the next day,
folowing ther determination of His guilt,
before they could cary out the sentence.
But, snce He was plainly condemned on a
preparation day BEFORE the high holy
day, this requires that His find gppearance
before the Sanhedrin be the PREVIOUS
DAY --on Nisan 13th -- and that He was
condemned by PFilate on Nisan 13 -- and
executed the next day, on Nisan 14!

Furthermore, the Jewish Mishnah is
even more explidt in explaning when
criminds in capitd cases could and could
not be tried and sentenced. We read in the
same tractate, Sanhedrin 4:1, pat "L
“Therefore they DO NOT JUDGE
[CAPITAL CASES ether on the EVE of
the Sabbath or on the EVE OF A
FESTIVAL”(The Mishnah, a New Trans-
lation, by Jacob Neusner, p.590).

This fact done is devadating to
those who want to argue tha Jesus last
supper was on the eve of the Passover, a
the beginning of Nisan 14, and that He was
arrested that very night, and condemned the
following morning, early, and sentenced to
death and nailed to the cross by 9:00 AM
tha same momning! This fundamentd
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principle of ancient Jewish jurigprudence
and legd requirements completdy destroys
the notion that Chrig was tried, judged,
condemned, and crucified dl on the same
sngleday -- Nisan 14.

Since Jesus was put to death on
Nisan 14, a the very time the Jews were
killing ther Passover lambs, and since He
was nailed to the cross a 9:00 AM in the
mormning (Mak 15:25), His trid and
sentencing had to have been on the previous
day --tha is, on Nisan 13. This dso
explains how He could have been ganding
before Filate, recaiving His find sentence,
a " about the sixth hour" (John 19: 14) --
which, by Hebrew reckoning, was 12:00
NOON by our western time standards.

When dl the facts ae caefully
examined, we see that Jesus must have held
the "la supper” on Nisan 13, Tuesday
evening, was aresed that night, was
sentenced by the Sanhedrin Wednesday
mormning, and findly was condemned to
desth by Pilate at Wednesday noon, dill
Nisan 13, whereupon He was scourged,
whipped and beaten, and remanded to
prison --the dungeon --until Thursday
morning, when He was led out to the Mount
of Olives and crucified. All the technicd
requirements of the "lav' were fulfilled,
according to the Mishnah's dipulations --
except one -- they condemned and executed
an INNOCENT MAN who was guilty of no
crime whatsoever! Be sure to read our new
atide “How Long Was Jesus in the
Grave?' for a clear presentation of these
events.

What Jesus Really I nstituted

If the “Lord's Supper” is not the
Passover, then what was it? What were the
goecid “symbols’ Jesus gave His disciples
about the “bread and wing’? Let's
understand this amazing symbolism!

1. What did Jesus tel His disciples

L esson 16

regarding parteking of “bread and wing’?
Matt.26:26-28; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-
20. Does the gpostle Paul adso speak of this
gpecia ceremony? | Cor.11:23-25.

COMMENT: At the last supper,
Jesus took bread and wine, and told His
disciples that these were symbols which
represented His body and blood, given for
us. His body was broken for us, and His
blood was shed for us, as payment for our
sns. The bread used was the Greek artos,
meaning leavened, norma bread.
Remember, this was two nights before the
Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread!

2. Did Jesus tdl us tha He is the
“breed of lifé’ which came down from
heaven? John 6:32-33, 35, 41, 48-51.

COMMENT: Agan, in this chapter
the word for “bread” is artos, meaning
regular bread. Jesus was the “bread from
heaven,” which gives evelading life — the
true “manna” We are to EAT of the bread
that represents His LIFE!

3. How often are we to partake of
this specid bread and wine ceremony? |
Cor.11:25-26.

COMMENT: Note the words, “AS
OFTEN AS” in both these verses  This
does not mean just once a year! It means
OFTEN throughout the year, as pat of a
felowship supper or med eaten together by
God's people — whether in gndl family
groups or larger groups!

4. How often will the “two
witnesses’ gmite the eath with plagues
during the days of their ministry? Rev.11:3,
6. As“OFTEN asthey desire’? Verse 6.

COMMENT: Even so, we are to
parteke of the “bread and wine’ ceremony
throughout the year, especidly on Holy
Days, Sabbaths, and festive occasions where
fellowship meds are gppropriate!

5. Does this ceremony hearken back
to Old Testament times? Genesis 14:18-20.

COMMENT: Melchisedek gave
breed and wine to Abraham, seting an
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exanple of this <specd  felowship
ceremony. Jews do this every Sabbath,
pataking of bread and wine. This is a
goecid, unique ceremony, which we are
commanded to observe, OFTEN, through
the year, as “memorid” of the sacrifice of
Jesus  Chrigt! He invested this ancient
ceremony with NEW meaning and profound
ggnificancel  As we do this, we “proclam
the Lord's death till He comes’ (I
Cor.11:26). Therefore, we are urged to do it
“worthily,” and to “examing’ oursdves, 0
that we properly discern the Lord's body
(verses 27-31).

The Eternal Passover

Congder for a moment: When God
ingtituted the Passover, He said, “So this day
shdl be to you a memorial; and you shal
keep it a FEAST to the LORD throughout
your generations. You shdl keep it as a
FEAST by an EVERLASTING ORDIN-
ANCE" (Exodus 12:13-14).

God never intended that one-time-
only event of the "Last Supper” to supplant
and to replace His annua Passover. Can
you imagine? For 1,500 years God's people
kept the Passover on Nisan 15. The lambs
were dain in the waning hours of Nisan 14.
Chrig died a the precise time they were
being killed. Once this higtorica pattern
was fulfilled by the sacrifice of Chridt, do
you think God would immediately CHANGE
the day and time of observance of the
Passover? That makes no sense a dl!
There is only one perpetud, everladting,
immutable Passover -- the one which God
origindly ordained!

Jesus Christ declared, "Do not think
that | came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to
fulfill.  For asuredly, | sy to you, till
heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle will BY NO MEANS pass from the law
till ALL isfulfilled" (Matt.5:17-19).
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Would God change the time and
observance of His Passover? In Maachi we
read: "For | amthe LORD, | do not change"
(Mdachi 3:6). In Hebrews we dso read of
Chrigt: "Jesus Chrig is the same yesterday,
today, and forever” (Heb.13:10).

What occurred during that last
evening did not do away with the true
Passover  celébration  which  must  be
observed, year after year, "a the appointed
time' of Nisan 15. Jesus Himsdf sad, “Do
NOT THINK that | came to destroy the Law
or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy
but to FULFILL. For assuredly, | say to
you, till heaven and earth pass away, ONE
JOT [Greek, IOTA, Hebrew, yod, the
smallest letter] OR ONE TITTLE [the
smallest stroke in a Hebrew letter] will by
NO MEANS pass from the law till ALL is
fulfilled” (Matt.5:17-18, NKJV).

It's high time we WAKE UP! It's
high time we FACE THE FACTS!

Don't let any man lead you astray, or
convince you that the Passover has been
done away, or changed, or replaced by the
‘Lord’'s Supper.” Such is not the case.
God's laws — and His Fedivds — are
agopointed to be celebrated for dl gener-
aions, forever!

If you would like help in keeping the
Passover, write for our free Chrigian
Messanic Passover Haggadah, and our
literature which explains the Passover, how
to observe it properly, and its great
gymbolisn and myderies.  Also, write for
our aticle, “Are We Neglecting the Sacred
Felowship Med?” and the explanation of
the “Kiddush,” the bread and wine
ceremony.

The Passover is a greatly neglected
Feast of God — egpecidly so snce most
Chrigians who clam to observe it, observe
it on the wrong day and in the wrong
manner; and snce most Jews fal to
understand its relevance to the true Messiah,
Y eshua Ha M oschiach — Jesus Chrigt!
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